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NEWS DEPARTMENT 

Death of Reuben Gold Thwaites 
History interests of the Pacific Northwest, as well as those of other 
parts of the United States, have sustained a severe loss in the sudden death 
of Reuben Gold Thwaites on October 22. As Secretary of the Wiscon- 
sin State Historical Society he worked out an international reputation as 
editor and author of extensive works in the field of history. His will be 
a most difficult place to fill. 

Professor Turner's Visit to the Coast 
Professor Frederick J. Turner, formerly of the University of Wis- 
consin, but now of the Harvard faculty, will be in the Pacific Northwest 
next summer, dividing his time between the Universities of Oregon and 
Washington. He will deliver the commencement address at the Uni- 
versity of Washington in June. 

Professor Golder Goes to -Russia 
Professor Frank A. Golder of the Washington State College will 
leave for St. Petersburg on January 24, where he will catalogue the 
materials in the Russian archives relating to America. This work is being 
done for the Carnegie Institution, Department of Historical Research. 
Professor Golder is one of the few American historians who is perfectly 
at home with the Russian language. His selection for this work is com- 
plimentary to the Pacific Northwest. 

Death of Mrs. Isaac I. Stevens 
Even the older pioneers of Washington were surprised to read on 
November 6, 1913, that the widow of the first Territorial Governor, Isaac 
I. Stevens, had just died. Since her husband's heroic death at the Battle 
of Chantilly, September 1 , 1 862, she had been living at her home, 8 
Bowdoin Avenue, Boston. Her son, General Hazard Stevens, who was 
with her to the last, writes that, though his mother had passed the nine- 
tieth milestone of an eventful life, she retained her cordial interest in the 
children of men and just quietly went to sleep. 

Pacific Coast Branch of the American Historical Association 

The Eleventh Annual meeting of the Pacific Coast Branch of the 

American Historical Association met at Los Angeles, November 28-29, 

as guests of the University of Southern California. Prof. Frank J. 

Klingberg, of the University of Southern California, opened the pro- 
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gramme with a paper on "The Anti-Slavery Movement in England," in 
which he traced the history of the movement which led to freedom, but 
was unaccompanied by any such upheaval as characterized our anti-slav- 
ery movement. In the second paper, "The Movement of Population in 
Feudal and Modern Japan," Prof. Y. Ichihashi, of Stanford University, 
examined the growth and decline of Japanese population in the light of 
the well known principles of Malthus. Prof. Ichihaschi illustrated his sta- 
tistical tables by means of charts and concluded that movements of pop- 
ulation were far more intimately connected with economic development 
than with the natural checks discussed by Malthus. The concluding pa- 
per of the afternoon session was read by Prof. Robt. G. Cleland of Oc- 
cident College. In discussing "The Relation of Slavery to the Early 
Sentiment for the Acquisition of California" he pointed out that the 
agitation of the slavery question in connection with California came after 
the acquisition and not before, and he made it clear to all that there is 
abundant need to study Western history from the sources in order to es- 
cape the bias of the more general historians who see the whole field in 
terms of the slavery struggle. 

The annual dinner was held at Christopher's and was presided over 
by that "Prince of Toastmasters*" Prof. H. Morse Stephens. President 
J. M. Guinn delivered the President's Address, which was a study of 
the old municipal archives of Los Angeles. The dry humor and keen 
wit of the Nestor of California historians found an admirable field in 
commenting on these quaint Mexican archives. Greetings were then heard 
from various representatives in attendance "from Seattle to San Diego." 
No one who knows Morse Stephens will need be told the dinner was in 
every way a complete success. 

Saturday morning's session was given over to a wide range of dis- 
cussion. Dean Bliss, of the San Diego Normal School, set forth the con- 
tents and value of "The Hayes Collection in the Bancroft Library." 
Prof. F. H. White, of Pomona College, summarized the history of "The 
Development of the National Land Administration," confining himself 
largely to the technique of administration. Professor Herbert E. Bolton 
gave the results of his study in sources by tracing some of the Spanish 
explorers in the West. At the business session which followed the officers 
for the coming year were elected, as follows: President, Edmond S. 
Meany, of the University of Washington; Vice-President, E. B. Krehbiel, 
of Stanford University ; Secretary-Treasurer, William A. Morris, of the 
University of California. To membership on the Executive Council the 
following were chosen: Edith Jordan, Los Angeles Polytechnic High 
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School; Robert G. Cleland, Occident College; Dean Bliss, San Diego 
Normal; and Edward McMahon, University of Washington. 

A complimentary luncheon given by the University of Southern 
California initiated the members still further into the boundless hospital- 
ity of that institution, and then the final session was held in co-operation 
with the Southern California Social Science Association. Owing to 
the absence of Professor Schafer of Oregon, Professor Bolton gave an ex- 
cellent talk on the value of local history, which compensated in large 
measure for the absence of Professor Schafer. Miss Jane Harnett, of 
Long Branch, led the discussion and laid emphasis upon many of the 
points touched upon by Professor Bolton. The second paper, "An Intro* 
duction to the Social Sciences," by Professor Emory S. Bogardus, of the 
University of Southern California, was a discussion of a course designed 
for students in the junior colleges and was reinforced by Professor Bo- 
gardus' experience in giving the course. Professor Edward McMahon, 
of the University of Washington, followed with a plea for emphasis on 
"The Social Sciences in the High Schools." He contended that the in- 
struction now given is inadequate to meet the demands of citizenship placed 
upon our citizens. Miss Anna Stewart, discussing both papers dealing 
with the social sciences, told very interestingly of the valuable work now 
fceing done in the Los Angeles High School with classes in social problems, 
and demonstrated the necessity of serious consideration of these ques- 
tions by students who are passing out of the high school to deal with them 
as citizens. 

The meeting at Los Angeles was in every respect a complete success 
and the large attendance and hospitality of the people made all the dele- 
gates exceedingly anxious for an invitation to come again. 

Marking an Old Historic Site 
Led by W. H. Gilstrap, under the auspices of the Wsahington State 
Historical Society, a number of pioneers assembled at Tacoma recently and 
repaired to the site on the prairie near that city where a monument was 
unveiled. It marks the end of the long journey of taht famous party of 
pioneers who in 1853 were the first to reach Puget Sound by crossing the 
Cascade Range. Only a few of the original party survive, but it is be- 
lieved that every one of the survivors were assembled for the interesting 
ceremony. 



